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But they may have feared either one of two things.
That the Body might be stolen by the Disciples in the
hope of establishing proof of the Master's Resurrection
and in this case it is useful to remember that some
utterance of the Master's had been the whole grounds
of the prosecution against Him. Remember that the
witnesses who testified against Him immediately after
His arrest, all brought the same charge. St. Mark says:
" There stood up certain, and bare false witness
against him, saying, We heard him say, I will destroy
this temple that is made with hands and in three days
I will build another made without hands."
St. Matthew puts it thus:
*' But afterwards came two, and said, This man said,
I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build
it in three days."
Certainly there must have been much talk of Resur-
rection in the air; running abroad amongst the hordes
of common folk who thronged Jerusalem for the Fes-
tival, But this, I felt, would not have caused the
Sadducees to have stolen the Body; they were Ration-
alists, and must have believed that any Resurrection
was unthinkable. But, as Rationalists, as extremely
clever and able politicians, they may have felt that
with the passing of the Sabbath, people might come
flocking to the tomb. In a few hours the same sort
of thing which was to take place in Canterbury Cathe-
c|ral eleven centuries afterwards, when Beckett was
slain, could easily have happened in Jerusalem.
. Yet, if the priests did steal the Body, why did they